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its close—exceeded both in quantity and quality of output
those of any other age or land.
And in other departments of art a remarkable renaissance
began soon after the middle of the reign. A group of young
painters formed what they called a " Pre-Raphaelite Brother-
hood. " Discarding conventional painting based on the work
of other artists, they drew their inspiration from nature as seen
through their own eyes, as they supposed the painters of the
early Italian Renaissance to have done. The most famous of
them was Sir John Millais (1829-1896), who lived to become
President of the Royal Academy and to be recognised as the
greatest painter of the Victorian era; others of the group
were Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Edward Burne-Jones, and
Holman Hunt. The French impressionists who sought to
convey their emotion without distracting attention by irrele-
vant detail had counterparts in England—James McNeill
Whistler (who was an American by birth, but spent his whole
artistic life in this country) and G. F. Watts (1817-1904), who
made a mark both in portraiture and in symbolical paintings in
which he tried to instil moral and spiritual ideas.
The latter part of the period saw a marked advance in the
love of beauty, especially as applied to articles of everyday use.
Much of this was due to the interest in " Arts and Crafts "
inspired by William Morris (1834-1896), who, after making a
mark both as painter and poet, turned his attention in the early
'eighties to applied art—the design and manufacture of beautiful
furniture, fabrics, wall-paper, printing-type, and bookbinding.
He sought to revive the pride of the medieval craftsman in his
skill, and his joy in exercising it, which had been crushed out
of existence by the machine-production of the industrial age.
But perhaps the most striking advance was in music. As a
composer of light music Sir Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900) can
bear comparison with the best. Sir Hubert Parry and Sir
Charles Stanford were composers of some distinction, who did
much to spread the love of good music among the educated
classes. And at the very close of the era the production of the

